
PTA Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, December 7, 2015 

Call Meeting to Order 

Pledge 

Approval of Minutes from November 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORTS 

A. Co- President Report – Judy Frank and Tricia Anzalone 

Convention: 

I attended the 119th Annual NYS PTA Convention held November 13-15 in Niagara Falls 
 
Some of the following topics were covered and offered: 

• opportunities to work on leadership skills; 

• engagement with a wide range of exhibitors;  

• highlights of the great creativity of our students in the Reflections Gallery; 

• presentation and approval of updates to our bylaws;  

• participation in the parliamentary challenges and debate with the resolutions process; and  

• Keynote speakers: Mary Ellen Elia, NYS Commissioner of Education; Ashli Skura Dreher, 2014 New 
York State Teacher of the Year; and Kent Knappenberger, Music Teacher and Inaugural Grammy Award 
Winning Teacher. They were very inspirational and full of Information to be brought home to our local 
members! 

 
They also: 

●      Streamed our General Sessions Online - For those members unable to join us in Niagara Falls we  
        offered our General Sessions video streamed online. Those videos are now available on our NYS PTA  
        YouTube channel or directly from our website. 
●     Approved a new resolution on Bio-Solid Waste - To see that and other resolutions discussed at our  
       convention please go to NYSPTA.org 
●     Installed new and returning officers: Vice President Jane Harsha, Vice President Judy Van Haaren,  

Secretary Helen Hoffman and Treasurer, Neil Johanning 
●     Introduced of new Awards - The first NYS PTA Family Engagement Award in Honor of Jami-Beth  
        Knapp was presented to NYS Board of Regents Chancellor Emeritus Robert Bennett; and the Empire State  
        PTSA presented the first Muriel Berk Service Award to past NYS PTA President Alice Willett.  
●     Introduced the Premiere Letter of Interest along with an introductory video for members interested in  
       being involved with the NYS PTA Board. (Be on the lookout for more information about this new  

       program.) 
●    Announced the "Press the Pause" Twitter Campaign – “The Press Pause” is a new advocacy campaign  
      based on NYS PTA positions that seek to suspend the linkage between educator evaluations and student test  
      scores. Specifically, NYS PTA asks policymakers to: 

� Pause the new PAPR now 
� Stabilize learning standards, curriculum, instruction and assessments 
� Transition to the new testing system; implementation to be completed by the end of 2016-

17 school year 

Vice President Jane Harsha led delegates in an Advocacy message from our seats to kick off  our "Pressing 
the Pause" Campaign. Delegates tweeted: "#NYSPTA calls for immediate pause in the link of APPR & test 
scores thru 2016-17. Get the reform right first! @NYSenate @NYSA_Majority."  



Workshop I attended: Presidents to Presidents Chat – Discussed different ideas on how to run 

meetings, how to get more parents involved, etc. Some ideas that were discussed were: 

 

• Have a treasure chest of colored pencils, crayons, word searches, etc to keep children busy during 

meetings. 

• Look at moving the times of meetings around 

o Morning – some people can go into work late, but can’t leave early. 

○     Afterschool – for parents picking up children and teachers as they wouldn’t have to   
       leave and then come back.  

• National PTA campaign is 3 for Me Campaign that asks each parent to give 3 hours of their time 

for the year to help 

• Have a teacher’s tea to get them to become members. Discuss what your PTA does with them.  

• Get student involved as PTA members (more for middle and high school) – give them perks such 

as $1 off school dances or play tickets if they are members 

• A Council president mentioned rotating meetings from each school and when it is at a particulat 

school that school gets to showcase some of their students and what makes that school special. My 

thinking was we could use that same concept but showcase each grade level at a meeting.   

• Invite your region to come to a PTA meeting.  

Those were just some of the ideas discussed at the workshop.  The biggest thing I walked away from the 

convention with was that I was reminded that we do this for the students! 

A. 1
st
 Vice President: Jennifer Scarozza 

B. 2nd Vice President: Kim Little: PTA Membership is up to 216 members.  Our goal is 304 members.  You can 
still sign up anytime with online membership. $4 of membership cost goes to regional PTA and the rest of the 
money goes directly to our PTA.  Another registration form will be going home after the holidays. 

C. Treasurer:  Debbie Mason:  Approximately $22, 044.16 in checking account (which includes $6100 for 4th/5th 
grade celebrations, and $9400 for performing arts) and approximately $1,093.84 in savings.  There was 
$3,567.31 deposited in checking and $6,971.71 withdrawn.   Books, deposit, and withdrawal slips are available 
for anyone interested. 

D. Recording Secretary: Laura Barnum: Minutes from previous PTA meetings will be posted on website.   

F.   Corresponding Secretary: Kenna DePinto:  Thank you notes were sent out for all those that helped with the 

food drive.  A thank you went out to Deerhurst Presbyterian Church for giving Tops gift cards to add to our food 

baskets.  Mrs. Englert and Mrs. Miller were given fancy hot cocoa kits as a thank you for also helping.  A $30 pizza 

party was given to the custodial staff for a thank you for all their help as well. 

G. PTSA Council Rep: Amy Bourgeault and Dawn Stinner:  Discussed ideas for getting more families involved.  

The idea came up for showcasing schools where so people can see more of what is going on in schools during 

meetings.  The Jerry Starr Sleep Out will be Feb. 5, 2016. 

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS  

A. Principal: Mr. Muscarella – 
- Kindergarten and UPK Registration Information: For all KenTon schools, registration will begin in 
January.  Registration for all students is by appointment only at the Central Registration Office, located at 
1500 Colvin Blvd.  Franklin and Lindbergh parents may call (871-2090) to make an appointment on the 
following days: January 19-22.  Appointments will be scheduled from 9-4 and extended hours will be 
offered on Wednesdays from 9-6 during this time period. To be eligible for Kindergarten, children must be 
5 on or before Dec. 1, 2016.  To be eligible for UPK, children must be 4 by Dec. 1, 2016.  At time of 
registration, parents should have a completed application, original birth certificate or baptismal certificate, 
and 2 current proofs of residence.  Call the Registration office with any questions. 
- Winter Concert for 4th and 5th graders will be on Wednesday 12/15@ 7 pm.  Students will perform for K-2 
at 9:45 am.  Seating will be limited during the student performance. 



-Thank you for all of your support over the past month with various drives throughout the building (food, 
clothes, gloves, toys, etc). 
-Lindbergh Safety Week is being planned for the week of  Dec.14th.  A letter will go home on Friday 
explaining the week.  Students will practice many of our emergency safety drills. 

B. Faculty Reports: Mrs. Strong 
- First Grade: 1st Grade is very excited about the upcoming holidays.  We are learning about families, 
customs, and traditions.  We are beginning our unit on opinion writing and continue to show lots of growth 
in reading.  We always look forward to Mr. Muscarella's visit when he awards us our medals.  Happy 
holidays to all our Lindbergh families! 
-Second Grade: Just looking forward to learning more about holiday customs around the world during 
December.  Thank you for your support with field trips. 
-Third Grade: Mrs. Terrance would like to thank you for your support with the Holiday Breakfast.  It was 
Sat.Dec.5th and was a huge success.  We had over 260 people here at Lindbergh enjoying the breakfast, 
face painting, bingo, sing a long, crafts, and photos with Santa. 
-Fourth Grade: For the last few weeks, students have been busy writing letters to Santa.  Students in Mrs. 
Cummins class and the cafeteria staff worked together to get students actively involved in the Macys “Believe” campaign.  For each letter written to Santa, Macys will donate $1 to Make- A-Wish, to help 

grant wishes for children who have a life-threatening medical condition.  Lindbergh wrote 386 letters, 
which means $386 for Make-A-Wish.  The letters were brought to the store and mailed to Santa at the 
North Pole.  Mrs. Cummins class is hoping that every girl and boy have their wishes come true this holiday 
season.   
-Fifth Grade: Please donate any new, unwrapped toys to Toys for Tots!  There is a barrel located in the 
front hall or a box outside of room 207.  The toys are given to needy children in WNY.  In ELA, students 
are reading a graphic novel about the scientific method and learning how to use no-fiction visuals to 
understand text.  Our math has shifted to fraction work, so please have your student use Fast Math and 
Fraction Nation to master their facts. 
-Music: We hope you enjoyed our performances of James and the Giant Peach Jr.  Thank you SO much to 
the PTA for all your help!  Our budget numbers are nearly complete and we are on track with our 
projections of monies spend and ticket revenues coming in to allow us to produce the next show.  The cast 
party for the musical will be on Tuesday, December 22 at 3:30-5:30.  The cast and crew will start with a 
pizza party and then move to the PAC to watch our performance. 
Winter concert for Orchestra and Chorus are Tuesday, 12/15 at 9:45 and 7:00.  There will be limited 
seating for parents during the 9:45 performance as the students will nearly fill the auditorium. 
-Physical Education: Grades K-2 are working on soccer skills, holiday games, and winter wonderland.  
Grades 3-5 are working on a football unit and then a unit in volleyball.  Please make sure to wear sneakers 
every day. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

A. Ken-Ton-opoly: The goal is to make $8,000.  We have 422 games left to sell, which all that money will go 
to PTA.  Another flyer will go home with the youngest child.  Delivery of games is guaranteed for next 
week.  Thank you notes will be going out to all businesses that bought a square.  

B. Barnes and Noble/Moe’s: Jamie Velarde: Moe’s profit was $248 and B&N was $190. 
C. Script-Kim Little- a $1900 order was just put in.  We are waiting to find out our profit, as different stores 

give different percentages back. 
D. School Store: Will be opening in January from 8:15-9:20.  There will be notebooks, headphones, 

mechanical pencils, memorabilia, etc. will be available for purchase.  Flyers will go home before the 
holidays. 

E. Gingerbread Shop- Kenna DePinto and Gretchen Dickinson: Everything will be $1.  Volunteers are still 
needed.  A shopping list of people will be going home. 

F. Afterschool Clubs: Start up will in January.  A volunteer letter will be going home next week. 
G. Disco: Katie Burd: We need someone to work with her to learn the ropes and help to run it next year. 
H. Theme Tray: Kim Little and Jennifer Scarozza: New date for Theme Tray is February 26th.  If anyone 

knows places that will donate items, gift certificates, etc, please get a letter from Kim.  Right now, there is 
$600 for Disney money/ticket.  Room parents start thinking of a basket idea. 
 

Next Meeting Date: Tuesday, January 12, 2016 
 


